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"Willing and Faithful Leadership" 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Leadership comes out of relationship. (repeat) I think we all know this, and 

we have all experienced leadership that does not come out of relationship, 

that has little or no relational basis. We have been placed in work situations 

where the boss or manager or director or executive officer over us is not 

someone we want to follow, but we are forced to, if we want to continue in 

that particular employment. It is awkward and difficult. 

 

Leaders we want to follow have a gift to lead. They care about us. They 

want to see us thrive, not just survive. They have been in our shoes and can 

listen. They are going in a direction we want to go. They are not perfect. But 

they are easier to follow than many who are inflexible, tyrannical, and 

sometimes nonsensical. 

 

Leaders in the Church’s leadership also lead out of relationship. They lead 

out of their relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. They lead because they 

love Him and want His best for those following. Essentially, they lead others 

to Him, because He is the leader you want to follow. He is the model servant 

leader, who is constantly at ease in His Father’s hands and love. He doesn’t 

need to promote Himself like his siblings wanted Him to do. (Matthew 

12:46-50) He led in the clear mission He had. He faced opposition, suffering 

and death openly with courage. Jesus is the leader we follow and our 

leadership should follow His. He is the Leader par excellence. 

 

There are many other leaders God chose and we have the privilege of 

reading about them in Scripture. Abraham, Joseph, and Moses are three that 

come to mind. But the Bible is full of leaders who led out of their 

relationship with God, and those that did not. Their relationship with God 

was their power and their purpose, their meaning and their reason for 

amazing and awesome acts in history. Others lost their relationship with God 

or compromised and sinned in many ways. Let’s look at a positive example. 

Let’s look at Moses for a moment. 

 

Moses had left Egypt after murdering an Egyptian slave guard. He had 

grown up as a Prince of Egypt, but now was in self-exile as a Shepherd in 

the Middle East. He was happy as a nobody, not in any limelight, until the 
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burning bush happened. There God revealed Himself to him and called him 

to be a leader to rescue his people out of Egyptian slavery. And do you 

remember how excited and motivated He was to say “yes” to God? It would 

be good to reread Exodus 3, if you have a chance, and remember Moses 

presenting his case to God, why he thinks God is making a mistake: Why 

me? (read: God, you know my personal history in Egypt and criminal 

record) I don’t know your name, why would they listen to me? And again in 

Exodus 4, “What if they don’t listen to me or believe me?” So the LORD 

allows Moses to do supernatural works with his staff and his hand. Then 

after showing Moses he can do miracles, literally, Moses says to God that he 

is not a good speaker, slow of speech and tongue (Ex. 4:10). And after a 

huge long dialogue with revelation, miracles, God’s reassurances of all 

kinds, does Moses give in? No, he flat out says to God, “O LORD, please 

send someone else to do it.” (Ex 4:13) It’s one thing having an interview 

with an aggressive employer, it is another to be in the presence of the 

LORD, and Moses certainly is trying the LORD’s patience. Finally, God 

allows for his brother Aaron to help him. 

 

My point in this is that not all God’s leaders have been gung-ho to lead. 

Many wonder about leading. Part of the reason I am starting this series on 

Church Leadership is that Grace Session has decided to begin a search for 

new elders to be added to the current group. So if you are a member here, 

God may be calling you to be a leader here, an elder. Remember Moses 

before you say, “no way.” Remember God uses people even like me to lead 

and help others experience Himself and His Goodness, His Gospel and His 

love. 

 

The passage we read from Exodus 18 was meant to show you that Moses did 

develop into an excellent leader, leading over a million people out of Egypt, 

and had grace to counsel and guide countless individuals throughout his life. 

Jethro, his father-in-law, who is also a priest, saw that Moses was the one 

leader over the hundreds of thousands of adults. He was burning out with the 

role, and so Jethro suggests he uses elders to help out. Now elders have been 

the leaders of towns and communities for thousands of years. It’s not too 

radical a suggestion. An older person surviving to later years showed they 

had some wisdom. Olders helped youngers find the way forward, physically 

and spiritually. In the Jewish community, Moses was wise enough to accept 

Jethro’s plan for change, and he appointed leaders over 1000s, 100s, 50s, 

and 10s. The burden was taken off of Moses, and the elder leadership 
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became the model for Judaism. The small group model of spiritual 

leadership was begun at that time, as opposed to simply one man leading. 

 

The church also continued with elder leadership in the planting of 

congregations. We see this practice in the book of Acts, and we hear much 

teaching on what is expected of elders in Paul’s letters and the Other Letters 

of the New Testament.  Dr. Luke tells us about elders being appointed in 

Lystra, Iconium and Antioch. The Scripture says, “Paul and Barnabas 

appointed elders for them in each church and with prayer and fasting, 

committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.” (Acts 14: 23) 

It is almost said in passing. We may be shocked at this, in this day and age 

where governments of all kinds are questioned and church governments of 

all kinds are practiced. 

 

Perhaps you know that there are essentially three church governmental 

systems that exist today: episcopal, congregational and presbyterian.  The 

episcopal system comes from the word for church leader in Greek, 

episkopos, which literally means “overseer.” In English, “supervisor” is also 

another good translation.  This system of church government is ancient and 

used by many denominations and traditions across the body of Christ. 

Usually episkopos is translated “bishop” and the authority in the church, is 

essentially one man or one person over one man over one man. So in the 

Roman Catholic, Anglican and Lutheran traditions, for example, the 

archbishop is over the bishop, who is over the priest, who is over the 

congregation. They have Councils, or a vestry, but these are strictly advice 

giving bodies, they have no power. The priest does. The bishop does. The 

cardinal does. The pope has the final say, in the Roman tradition and the 

patriarch in the Orthodox tradition. 

 

Partly in reaction to this, the congregational government was set up, with 

voting privileges for all members, and a central constitution making all 

relationships clear. Usually there is a Board, and the Pastor is an employee 

of the Board/congregation. The Pastor has less say than the priest, certainly 

nothing like a final authority. In fact, many of my Congregationalist pastor 

friends live under a constitutional government that allows a two-week notice 

to fire the pastor, for almost any serious reason. Baptists, Pentecostals, 

Alliance and most evangelicals live out this governmental reality. 

 

Also in reaction to episcopal government, is the Presbyterian model of 

leadership that places elders at the center of the governmental structure. 
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Presbyterian comes from the Greek word presbyteros, which simply means 

“elder.” Being Presbyterian is an attempt to get back to the biblical 

understanding of leadership through elders. The Pastor is the teaching elder 

and other elders are ruling elders, supervising, or overseeing the 

congregation in the episcopos sense of church leadership. The Pastor is the 

shepherd, but his power is limited. He has no vote in the elder board that we 

call Session. He seeks to care for the flock as God leads, but the Elders are 

responsible for the ministries of the church except preaching. The 

congregation nominates and votes for new elders, only when the elders ask 

them to do so, and retains the right to ask the Lord for the right number and 

the right individuals to be asked to become elders alongside the current ones 

who serve.  Elders are appointed, elected and ordained in this way in our 

church, in line with the book of Acts and Paul’s letters which we will begin 

to read and understand more in coming weeks.  If the Pastor needs 

disciplining because he or she has gone astray, the congregation and elders 

make their case to the Presbytery, which is the regional body of Elders, and 

they handle the case with specific judicial processes. So the congregation in 

which the offense happens does not try the offense. 

 

All this is to say that we are pleased to invite you to begin praying about 

nominating and being willing to have your name stand for the position of 

ruling elder in this congregation. You have gifts. You have questions. Bring 

them all to the Lord, and as always, I and the elders are happy to help you 

with any questions you have. Some day in the next weeks and months, you 

may be asked to serve in this way. 

 

Will you trust the Lord, from wherever you see your relationship to Him 

today, and ask Him to speak to you, in terms of your willingness to serve the 

body of Christ at this critical time. I hope you won’t be like Moses, who had 

already cancelled himself as a candidate for use in the Lord’s hands in the 

Lord’s way. 

 

Yes, there are many qualifications laid down in Scripture. Yes, it is a serious 

calling. Yes, it is not easy. None of the current elders would lie to you about 

that. Yes, it would stretch you in the best of times, and certainly in these 

challenging days.  

 

But do you want to care for those around you? Do you love the Church, 

Jesus’ body, because you love Jesus, not because it is easy? Maybe God is 

calling you to be an elder. It is not about age and even a thorough 



Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans, ON; Dr. J. Dent, pastor; September 13, 2020 5 

theological background. It is about your willingness to serve God with your 

gifts. It is about your willingness to share what God has given you with 

others. It is about making a difference in the local family of God. 

 

I trust you will be praying as we begin this new series to talk about 

leadership. It’s not because I am a perfect leader. I am not. It’s not because I 

am a perfect Christian. But I have gone through a lot over the years, and it is 

beautiful to see the Lord’s hand at work in His church, His body. 

 

Let us pray for one another during this time. Let us be open to God and one 

another as we claim this season for Jesus, and encourage one another again 

to serve the Lord as never before. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 


